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ABSTRACT 

An intensive cultural resources survey was conducted between October 22, 1999, and December 12, 1999, 
for 1,073 acres of the central portion of Seneca Army Depot Activity (SEDA), where the earth-covered 
storage magazines (ECMs) are located near Romulus, New York, in Seneca County. SEDA is a 10,865-
acre facility with 927 buildings and structures, the majority of which are ECMs. Most of the installation 
will be excessed from federal control. 

As a result of the cultural resources survey within the ECM area, 54 archeological sites were identified and 
recorded. All of these except one prehistoric site date to the historic period. Forty-nine sites identified 
during the cultural resources survey are recommended as ineligible for inclusion in the NRHP because they 
lack intact features and deposits or the contextual integrity sufficient to address the research needs 
developed for the region. The remaining five sites identified-four historic sites (A09906.000243, 
A09906.000260, A09906.000261 , and A09909.000074) and the single prehistoric site recorded 
(A09906.000256}-do contain deposits and/or features considered to have research value and are 
recommended potentially eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Prehistoric site A09906.000256, is a hamlet or small village site consisting of an intact prehistoric deposit 
containing diagnostic stone tools, diagnostic ceramics, and intact hearth and possibly other features that 
appear to have a Late Woodland cultural affiliation. Other prehistoric cultural components could, however, 
be present at the site. The site has research value relating to interpretations of pre-Iroquoian occupation of 
the area and possibly relating to interpretations of earlier or later occupations as well. 

Many of the historic sites have been partially or mostly destroyed, with little remaining except one or two 
limited features such as a rock-lined well or a partial foundation surrounded by bulldozer pushpiles, 
bulldozed surfaces, and scattered historic debris. The majority of the historic sites within the ECM area fit 
this or a similar description. These sites offer little information from contexts that retain spatial integrity. 
Four historic sites within the ECM area do, however, retain sufficient contextual integrity to contain 
information important to the understanding of the people occupying the area, from the initial Euro­
American settlement of the region until military acquisition. Three of these (A09906.000260, 
A09906.000261 , and A09909.000074) are farmsteads that retain several features, have not been extensively 
bulldozed, and retain areas of shallow but largely intact deposits. The sites were selected because they 
have the potential for contributing information important to the understanding of the historic settlement and 
occupation through exploration of the general research domains established for the region. The fourth 
potentially eligible historic site (A09906.000243) is an early nineteenth- to middle/late nineteenth-century 
sawmill site that retains structural and functional features and areas of intact deposits. This mill site has the 
potential for contributing information important to the understanding of the historic development of the 
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region and offers an opportunity to examine a particularly early industrial site that does not appear to have 
been significantly damaged by twentieth-century industrial activity, farming, or other developments in the 
area. 
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CHAPTER! 
INTRODUCTION 

An intensive cultural resources survey was conducted for 1,073 acres of the earth-covered magazine (ECM) 
area in the central part of Seneca Army Depot Activity (SEDA), near Romulus, New York, in Seneca 
County during the fall of 1999. In October 1999, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Fort Worth 
District, contracted with Geo-Marine, Inc. (GMI), of Plano, Texas, for cultural resources investigations to 
be conducted at SEDA as part of the 1995 authorized federal action to close the facility. As part of the 
overall plan, most of the installation will be transferred out of or excessed from government control. 

The cultural resources survey was conducted by GMI personnel including Principal Investigators Duane E. 
Peter and Melissa M. Green, Project Director Judy H. Cooper, and Staff Archeologist Eben S. Cooper. 
Two crew chiefs, Martin Goetz and Robert Peltier, and nine crew members also participated in the cultural 
resources survey. The project was conducted to fulfill, and in accordance with, the responsibilities of the 
U.S. Army per Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended through 1992 
(P. L. 89-665; 80 Stat. 915; 16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.) and the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. 

SEDA is located in the Finger Lakes region of Seneca County in central New York state (Figure I). The 
project area includes portions of two townships, Romulus and Varick. It is a 10,865-acre facility of 927 
buildings and structures, the majority of which are ECMs. The depot was established in 1941 as part of the 
nation's build-up for World War II. Prior to the construction of the installation, numerous farmsteads, 
mills, schools, taverns, and churches dotted the landscape. There was also evidence of an earlier Native 
American presence. 

Prior to this cultural resources survey, a background investigation was conducted by GMI resulting in the 
report entitled Cultural Resources investigations at Seneca Army Depot Activity, Romulus, New York 
(Gaither et al. 1998). That investigation was conducted to inventory and assess the built environment; 
prepare an archeological overview and methodological approach for the archeological survey; and prepare 
appropriate historic contexts for the built environment and potential archeological findings. Additionally, a 
cultural resources survey of other areas of the depot outside the ECM area was conducted by GMI resulting 
in the report entitled intensive Cultural Resources Survey of 4,192 Acres at Seneca Army Depot Activity, 
Seneca County, New York (Cooper et al. 1999). Several smaller surveys have been conducted over the past 
few years by other cultural resources firms (see previous archeological research section in Chapter 3). The 
U.S. Coast Guard station in the southeastern portion of the depot will not be excessed from federal control. 
Other portions of the depot are so severely disturbed and modified that there is no potential for the presence 
of intact cultural deposits or features. Additionally, some areas of the depot have not been surveyed 
because of the presence of wetlands or the presence, or suspected presence, of hazardous materials (Figure 
2). 



A 

ffil Area 
' Shown Fayette 

L---..-----t----,336:'----l 
MacDougall 

Willard 

Ovid 

414 

Hayts 
eComers 

Sheldrake 
Springs 

Lodi l..------{96A~------i 

g:\3035-008\figures\001 Jh 

Figure 1. Location of Seneca Anny Depot Activity within the Finger Lakes area of Central New York. 
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