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ABSTRACT 

During the autumn of 1994, a Phase I cultural resources 
survey was carried out for the portion of the Seneca Army 
Depot Activities (SEDA) known as the Ash Landfill Site, in 
conjunction with a program of hazardous waste remediation 
at this former refuse incineration and disposal site. A 
comprehensive literature search was undertaken to as fully 
as possible document the land use history of the parcel in 
question, identify known Native and European-American era 
arch aeological resources on or adjacent to the site, and 
assess the potential for impact to cultural resources as a 
result of planned soil decontamination activities. Based 
on documented information and models for settlement in the 
region by indigenous populations, a moderate to high 
potential was identified for the occurrence of as-yet
undocumented Native American cultural remains in this area. 
Historical records indicated a low to moderate potential for 
the presence of European-American era structures , focused 
activity areas or burials. 

A strategy for archaeological field sampling was developed 
that avoided exposure to the two most contaminated zones 
while investigating the periphery of these subareas along 
with locations of proposed interceptor trenches. One site of 
Native American cultural activity was identified, along the 
proposed interceptor trench route. It appears to represent 
remains of a small camp, occupied at least during the Middl e 
Archaic and the Early Woodland periods, based on diagnostic 
projectile points recovered. After appropriate regulatory 
personnel were consulted, construction of a temporary earth 
and gravel access road over the site was permitted as a part of 
soil remediation efforts, though measures were taken to protect 
the archaeological site and a buffer area around it from impact 
during and after the remediation program. Once soil remediation 
has been completed, additional archaeological investigation is 
recommended to determine whether the site is likely to yield 
significant cultural information. 

The remains of three or possibly four 20th century structures 
were identified in the portion of the site nearest West Smith 
Farm Road. One of these appears to date from the military 
installation phase of land use during the second half of the 
20 th century. The others seem likel y to have been built 
during the early 20th century and to represent the remains of 
outbuildings related to the fruit growing and processing 
operation of Winfield Smith. None of these structural 
remains lies within the area of remediation impact or is 
considered likely to meet National Register of Historic Places 
eligiblity criteria, though they should be re-evaluated if 
future study should identify an eligible district taking in 
the entire Smith Farm. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Located on 10,660 acres (4314 hectares) of federally-owned land 
in the western portion of Seneca County, in the Finger Lakes 
region of central New York, this installation lies in the towns 
of Romulus and Varick, between Seneca Lake and Cayuga Lake 
(Figures land 2), on what was formerly private land used 
primarily for subsistance and market agricultural production. 
Because o f the composition and relative sparseness of its 
population and its relation to the Atlantic Coast, this site 
was chosen in 1941 for the construction of a World War II 
munitions f acility. The initial conversion of the area to 
military us e , the lay-out and the construction of the 
installation took place during 1942-43. A second major 
constructio n phas e occurred during the mi d -1950s when the 
north troo p area was added. SEDA today consists of a main 
storage are a of underground igloo-type mag a zines, above-ground 
magazines, a headquarters area, operative maintenance and 
services facilies, a housing area, rail facilities, and an 
airstrip. The SEDA mission includes the operation of the 
depot for the receipt, storage, issue, maintenance, 
demilitari zation, and disposition of weapons . SEDA also 
provides a dministrative, handling and wa r e housing services 
for the General Services Administrati o n (GSA) and De fens e 
Logistic s Agenc y (DLA) materials. 

As mention ed , several studies have been carried out to 
determine the locations, extent and nature of contamination 
on SEDA property . The two most comprehensive and most 
recent were undertaken by Environmental Science and Engineering 
of Cainsville, Florida (ESE 1991) and Engineering-Science, Inc. 
of Boston, Massachusetts (ESI 1994). One of the locations at 
which they identified contamination is an area known as the 
Ash Landfill Site, situated in the west-central portion of 
the installation, along the north side of West Smith Farm 
Road (Figure 3). This site lies adjace nt to a former 
incinerator and was used for the deposition of ash along with 
unburned waste prior to its being closed in 1979. As a result 
of documented contamination, the Ash Landfill was included on 
the Federal Facilities National Priorities List (NPL) on 13 
July 1989. 

An archaeological overview for the SEDA property was 
completed in 1986 by the Envirosphere Company of Lyndhurst, 
New Jersey (Klein 1986). This study provided a general 
overview of the culture history of the region, a review of 
historical maps at the SEDA, an outline of "Potentially 
Identifiable But Not Presently Recorded Archaeological 
Resources on SEAD," and recommendations for future 
archaeological work at that facility. One of the longer-range 
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purposes of the pre sent study is to carry this base-line survey 
forward , refining the picture of potential and actual cultural 
resources in one small portion of the installation, and at the 
same time identifying documents and individuals that can bring 
additional information to light in investfgating the culture 
history and archaeological resources of this part of Seneca 
County. 

The scope of the present cultural resources investigation, 
as developed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York 
District (USACOE-NYD), called for an archaeological study 
of the Ash Landfill Site in conjunction with a remediation 
program through which contaminated soil will be removed for 
tre atment and two interceptor trenches will be constructed. 
This investigation was carried out by HeritageAmerica Ltd. 
of Middletown, New York and Boston Affiliates, Inc. of 
Boston, Massachusetts, on behalf of SEDA, as part of the 
responsibilities of that installation as an agency of the 
federal government concerning the protection and preservation 
of cultural resources on its property, as outlined in the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, 
Executive Order 11593, and the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation "Procedures for the Protection of Historic and 
Cultural Properties" (36 CFR 800). 

The archaeological and historical components of this study 
were carried out by David A. Dawley and Terry J. Longleway 
under the direction of Stephen J. Oberon, who served as 
Principal Investigator. Monroe Monitoring, Inc. of Rochester, 
New York provided ongoing field monitoring of contamination 
levels during the site identification survey. A report of 
their findings is included here as Appendix C. 

In addition to USACOE-NYD archaeologist Nancy Brighton, under 
whose supervision the planning and execution of this project 
was carried out, the following personnel were consulted during 
preparation and operational phases of this investigation: Dr. 
Robert D. Kuhn of the N.Y. State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO); Randall Battaglia, Thomas R. Enroth, and Janet Fallo, 
of the SEDA Directorate of Engineering and Housing (DEH); 
Carla M. Struble, P.E. of the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency Region II Office in New York City; Lieutenant Colonel 
Roy E. Johnson, Commander SEDA; Kevin Healy, USACOE 
Huntsville (Alabama) District; and Michael Duchesneau, P.E. 
of Engineering-Science, Inc., Boston, Massachusetts. We are 
also grateful to the Seneca County Historical Society in 
Waterloo, the Geneva Historical Society in Geneva, the Seneca 
Falls Historical Society in Seneca Falls, the Town of Romulus 
Historian, and the SEDA Directorate of Engineering and 
Housing for use of archival documents, records and air photos. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

The Seneca Army Depot Activities (SEDA) is located on federal 
property in west-central Seneca County, in the Finger Lakes 
district of central New York, between Seneca Lake on the 
west and Cayuga Lake to the east (Figures 1,2,3). The 
installation lies on a low ridge between these two lakes of 
Pleistocene glacial origin. Several streams cross SEDA 
property on their way to Seneca Lake, including Indian Creek, 
Wilson (Wilcox) Creek, Reeder Creek and Kendaia Creek, nearest 
the Ash Landfill Site. Numerous springs are present on the 
military lands and a large swampy feature known as Cranberry 
Marsh is situated to the northeast. 

This portion of Seneca County is characterized by generally 
flat to gently sloping terrain. It lies in the Finger Lakes 
Hills subdivision of the Appalachian Uplands region of New 
York which is underlain with Palaeozoic sedimentary rocks, 
mostly shales and shaly sandstones, and covered by glacial 
till extending to varying depths. The local shale bedrock 
is soft, grey and fissile, being extensively weathered at 
the point of contact with overlying Wisconsin age glacial 
till deposited approximately 20,000 years ago (ESI 1994:1-9). 
Soils in upland areas of the SEDA are of the Darien-Angola 
association, generally limy silt loam with considerable clay 
content and often not very well drained. These are derived 
from glacial till containing broken and ground-up limestone. 
Heavy silt loams of the Honeoye-Lima association, also rich 
in lime but exhibiting better drainage properties, are present 
in portions of the installation located nearer the Seneca 
lakeshore (Thompson 1966:106-08; Hutton 1972:135-36). 
Elevation ranges from 760 feet (231.6 meters) above sea 
level at the eastern limits of the military reservation, 
situated near the highest point of the interlacustrine ridge, 
to 450 feet (137.l meters) on the shore of Seneca Lake. 

This area lies within the Oak-Northern Hardwood Zone, whose 
native vegetation was characterized by the intermingling of 
oak and northern hardwood species such as beech, sugar maple 
and yellow birch, along with evergreens such as hemlock, 
white pine and white cedar. In more steeply-sloping portions 
of this zone, stands of oaks and northern hardwoods often 
occur separately, in alternating patterns (Thompson 1966:95-
96). As former agricultural and pasture land, most of the 
SEDA including the Ash Landfill Site, is relatively open, 
populated by grasses, scrub/shrub vegetation and young trees. 

The Ash Landfill is composed of dark brown to black ash that 
was spread over an area approximately 300 by 500 feet (91.4 
by 152.4 meters) during the operation of the incinerator and 
is up to 4 feet (1.2 meters) thick. A non-combustible land 
fill is located southeast of the ash landfill. 
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DOCUMENTARY AND BACKGROUND RESEARCH 

The present investigation into the cultural history of the area 
now part of the Seneca Army Depot Activities (SEDA) builds upon 
the information collected by a previous effort carried out for 
the U.S. Army Materiel Development and Readiness Command by 
the Envirosphere Company of Lyndhurst, New Jersey, entitled 
"An Archaeological Overview and Management Plan for Seneca 
Army Depot" (Klein 1986). The purpose of that study was to 
"assist the U.S. Army Materiel Development and Readiness Command 
(DARCOM) in its efforts to comply with laws and regulations 
concerning the management of archeological resources at the 
Seneca Army Depot" (Klein 1986:1-1). These efforts became more 
active after the National Historic Preservation Act Ammendments 
were passed in 1980 to amplify the 1966 National Historic 
Preservation Act, as a commandwide program of historic cultural 
resource management was begun (Klein 1986:1-1,1-2). 

The 1986 study summarizes the environmental setting and cultural 
historical development of Seneca County and the Finger Lakes 
region . of central New York, and lists known Native and European 
American era cultural resources located on and adjacent to 
installation property. The present investigation will not 
repeat in detail what has been presented in the 1986 study. 
Rather, it will summarize key portions of that overview and, 
as part of the ongoing effort to implement the cultural 
resources management plan developed previously, it will focus 
on that portion of the Seneca Army Depot Activities where the 
Ash Landfill is located, in keeping with its purpose to assess 
and then test possible impact to cultural resources related of 
a program to remediate contaminated soils at that site. 

Native American occupation of this portion of the Finger Lakes 
region dates from the retreat of the last glaciation some 
11,500 years ago. Isolated finds of projectile points 
associated with this stage of human occupation have been 
reported from areas surrounding Seneca County, notably along 
the former southern shore of Lake Ontario to the northeast and 
northwest, and more elaborate remains of occupation documented 
at the Potts Site in Oswego County and near Lockport, Niagara 
County. Not many archaeological sites have been reported in 
this part of New York State for the Early and Middle Archaic, 
encompassing the period between roughly 7000 and 3500BC in 
this area. These cultural stages appear to have been 
characterized by low population, and by small and briefly 
occupied sites focused on the seasonal availability of plant 
and animal resources (Ritchie and Funk 1973). Relatively few 
sites datable to the Early or Middle Archaic have been reported 
in Central New York and far less is known regarding diversity 
of culture, settlement patterns, or intrasite ·activity 
distribution during these periods in comparison to the Late 
Archaic (3500-l000BC), which saw an apparent increase in 

7 



population and rise in the number of occupation sites. This 
has been attributed to favorable climate changes and the 
consequent increase in exploitable plant and animal species 
(Ritchie and Funk 1973:337). Several of the most significant 
Late Archaic archaeological sites are situated in the general 
vicinity of the SEDA: at Geneva in Seneca County, Lamoka Lake 
in Schuyler County, Frontenac Island in Cayuga Lake and 
Brewerton in Onondaga and Oswego County. More spatially 
limited seasonal movement by somewhat larger groups that 
manifest a greater diversity in artifact types appears to 
have characterized the Late Archaic (Ritchie and Funk 1973). 

The succeeding Early Woodland (1000-l00BC) appears to have 
seen a greater population stability and longer-term settlement, 
along with the beginning of the manufacture of ceramics and 
possibly horticulture. This period saw an apparent increase in 
inter-regional contact and exchange, an elaboration of funerary 
traditions and a complexity of cultural influences that is as 
yet poorly understood. A less elaborate and fairly stable 
culture appears to have characterized the Middle Woodland 
period (l00BC-ADl000), with continued influences from other 
regons and a growing importance of horticulture. The Late 
Woodland (ADl000-1550) in Central New York saw a great change 
in almost every aspect of culture, with growth in settlement 
size and complexity and elaboration of political organization 
and ritual materials, often based on locally antecedent forms. 
A considerable number of Late Woodland sites are known from the 
Finger Lakes region, whose physiographic character favored the 
needs of larger population centers using slash-and-burn farming. 

The Ash Landfill, as previously stated, lies in the south-west 
quadrant of the Seneca Army Depot Activities, north of West 
Smith Farm Road and east of West Patrol Road. The area affected 
by remediation and related efforts, encompassing some 10 acres 
(4.0 hectares), is located within what was known as Tract 119 
when it was purchased by the United States government in 1943 
as a 318.5-acre (128.9-hectare) parcel from Winfield A. Smith. 
This, along with another piece of land owned by Mr. Smith and 
known as Tract 95, was acquired for a sum of $26,000.00 as 
part of the process of establishing the military installation 
between 1941 and 1943 (Seneca Ordnance Report 1954). Prior 
to this era, during the approximately 150 years since the State 
of New York had begun organized European American settlement of 
Seneca County after the Revolutionary War, the Ash Landfill 
site had been located in the east-central portion of Military 
Lot 72 (Figure 4). 

This lot was part of the Military Tract, encompassing eight 
counties in Central New York; it was established in an effort 
to encourage European-American migration into former Iroquois 
lands and to compensate war veterans. The Military Tract was 
divided into Military Lots. A military lot was a parcel 
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